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AmeKteetiis to th^ Drawings : 

The attiiched replacement sheets of fewicgs include changes to Figs, 3-i3 ami replace 
the origltial sheets iiicludmg Figs* 8-13. 

Is Figs. 8-13, hand-written labels have been replaced with labels genemted using 
computer-aided designs (CAD) sotware, 


Attachments ibflowiiig last page of this AmendtneM;: 
Replaeement Sbeets (6 pages) 
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4. aiKio oc a losvcd m \!c\\ of the amcrumu)^ >o rie »,U«niN a^^J tno tolio^'Tu i afk<- (. i^s 
26 aic now pens?mg m ibeapplicatioii, with claims 1. 6. 12, and 17 being iatie;?e^>dcnt- 

Ofejeciifijss to the Drswiiigs 

Ail ob at <vi I ^c(*n made to the <lmwings for mcJinlmg band-^* ntteii labelmg. By wa> 
of this imendnei ' n'^ <irf si^bmunng rcplacvment «!beet'* that lenlace otigmcl -sheets 

15 duc*irg F.gs 8 ' 2o.ia n ^ i v % 'kr ^-x - i^^lK r \ <i v s ^^tvw^aied 

asirg C \D so''h\ aic Ac{.v.^nlmf a, appi.s. :?nts ^equcbt w ti^dias" ^,1 oi txie obje. ion to ihs. 

Claim Eejeetloss Under 3f ll.aC § 101 

Independent claims 12 and 17 have beeJi rejected, uiider 35 D.S.C, § 101 for aliegedty 
failing to recite staauory sabject matter. 

jii i\iri.iKi.;ia^ iho vMVicc -^ciion conlaius ihu; Uit- bpccificaiion fails to provide amccedcnt 

basiS lor the compuier readable mediUiTS rcclteti in indepeiuieiit claims 12 and 17. See non-final 

OlBcc Action of February 26, 2(K)7 at page 2, lines 17-21. Applicants respectfelly disagree, 

ApplicaiUs submit thai antecedent basis for the computer readable medium is foinid in tlie writteii 

description of tlie application, For example, at page 3, lines 24-26, the application states: 

Aspects of regulating self disclosure may be implemented by an 
apparatus and'or by a computer program stored on ,a ^m|mter 
read^.le.rnediu iBv 

Application at page 3, lines 24-26 (emphasis added). Moreover, even if antecedent basis for the 
computer readable medium was absent froiri the written description of She application, applicants 
submit that the chdms comprise a portion of the written description ofthc application cssid. ibus, 
siiificient anteccde.nt basis for the recited co>nputer j-caduMe is pro\ iUfd by [lie claims 
themsehes. See 35 li.S.C. 1 2 ("The specification shall conclude Witn Oi'iC or more ei^Hnib 


particularly pomtmg oui and disiinctly dautimg the subject nattet which app' C4Xit regards as hih. 
ijiveiitiost."). 

fhe Of'ice A.ctton sCso rctects mdeperder* vUmis \ Z a'ld 1 7 ii-Td<.r 15 U S C $ 101 on 

} e \ "^JIlc AlI o 1 ^ {C]ccnoo o cLjms 12 apd 1 7 on fei'tl 5 oai Js opDht^^a^t, avc <iiiicn3cc 
jrcepenci^.nt claims. 12 and 1 7 m lecite "^a computer pro^ain, stoied on a iariii-^ble coirouter 
readable mediun*' m order to advance ptosecution. 

For at least the foregoing reasons applicants request rcconsideralion and \Mlhdrav^ai of 
The^ej^tionof mdependent claims 12 and 17 

Claiai R«jectloss& Undes 35 1 .S,C, § 102 

Clainii. 1-22 have b<.cn icjccted imdvr 35 VS.C § i02(tf^ as aei ig a^ticipaled by U S 
Patent Application Publication Number 2003/021 2804 (Hasheitn) * App'icanis lequest 
reconsideration and witbdiawal of the rejection of claims 1-22 because Hasheisi fails to descnhc 
01 suggest ail of the subject matter recited m amended itidependent claims 1, 6, 12, and 17. as 
described nee uliv below 

i> Le^e. o*- soK-^^ sc»os.<E!^ -iu an Kibta.it mes.'Nagxi coirinimx;.df<on!5 bCbS^Oii i*itit irc ades ona-it iig 
user selection, on a t?rst instant messaging participant system, of an instant messaging 
connnoi^icatsons inodc from among at least a first available seif-discLosuie mtde and a second 
a-vadsble seif-disclosare mode, the Itrst available self-disclosure mode disclosm^^ a diffeicnt 
amount of mfom^ation about a fiisi instant messagmg participant ll^an tlie second available seif- 


1 K v'^ 1 1. 11 k,,'-^ ii K i J e V crs-o■^ oHS ; S C lO^fe} thai exibsed p3 'Oi tn^ n., i.. n 1 o v, 
?u>tct>f-! Htt Vir'X) ,t.iu'^ iiKi!cai>3(Pu)pertyai3diLk,hTev*i!iok)^\ lecttriw Amenu ^tih \vJof^ >^ 
applies to H.'^Iie m oecai sc Haiheirf -^j-ulted 4uectl\ or adiiecdy frmn at mtenjanona. appiKatton tiled bwort 
Xove ijber 2»), "'OOO Howc^tr, .vpp'icsats. noje that Hashemi >Joes not appear have ttsulsec dsrectiy or iUdiiatlj 
tro ii sn intesnatsoRal iijpbcaaor iikd before Kowmber 29, 2000 In f^jci, llashems doe- soi ar^-sear to d&im 
pnortv '^o arv irteniat'ona. applitat on Rat^c, Hasberai appearb so Ijave been fikd a!> a Um ed States vtthty pawnt 
appii??ltOT< or \ta?« iCH^2 \i,i.o»dir^n apphcaiiti submit that the currei't veaior of 35 1? 5 C § 102fe) applies to 
Hashemi, 
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disclosvu-e mode. In additioji, the method mcludes enablmg creation, on the first txistant 
messaging |>antcipant system, of s multiniedia message clip, the muliimedia message clip 
including botii audio and \'ideo, enabling editing of the laultiiaedia message clip according to the 
selected oonimunicar^o-B -noJir. Jiid enahling presentation, to a second instant messaging 
partidpaiit Avstcsn, of^he ethleJ use^agcclip. 

H?i5benr la^h to >.-^escnbc or suggest, at lca?t, onabiuig .iscr sokxiion of an jnsiant 
messaging communications mode from among at icast a first a\ ailable sell-discbsure oiode and 
a second available self-disclosure mode, the first available self-disclosure oiode disclosing a 
different amount of mibimatioii about a first Instant messaging participant than the second 
available self-disclosure mode, and enabling editing of the muliimedia messsj:e clip according to 
the pcicc;cd comminucatioiis n^udc, as rt-c ttd r.i indopciJcnt clunn 1 . Rfithei Hashemi 
di-'i-cnbt^ J media olsp sU'iHisg .^vslcm ihuit t.n.;bic.s ust,'.si 10 s)ku-o pre -recorded n^v^dia clips 
( ■>-. :i>Jmvj "om auvho .luu aadK^ v^dco clips) wiLhoui actually irunsfemng the Olcis) in which the 
media clips are stored. See Hiashcmi ai Abstmct. As described by Hashemi, members of a peer 
group may use tho medis clip sharing systesn to designate certain media clips stored on local 
computers as media clips to be shared with (i.e., made a\ aiu)bb to) other members of the peer 
group Se>^ e g , 'iasheml at p.uagraphs f002!] r002"- ''"i^Nr^'sK^o , Individual members 
uf ihe peer iivo-jn th<_p. may die nscd',>x el^;^ ■s:\>;' ^> ,Ki es.^ t;;. iK'-d^^ ^ i.p^ 
designated as shared by iho other menjbers of tlie peer group. Sec, e.g., Hashemi at pai-agi-aphs 
[0021 j-[0O273 and [0O38]-[00493. 

in particulaTx Hashtsni describes presenting a user interface to a user that inchsdes, among 
other features, a media clip browse window tliat indicates vaiious media clips thai have been 
riiacc uvaiLiMe to !l;c user by otlur members of the user's peer group. See, e.g., Hashemi at 
rru-;ij.Tdpb3 •X'i^ll \ and ii!03Sj-;0O4Q^^ response to the user selecting a particular one 

of the nit-d:a clr^s h^ted in trc n^cd.;. el p '-.o\%Ne o^^ , :j^'.e-:te^l n-t.dvd e: p is <rc'amvd to 
the user. Sevkii&ji liasbenu si paragraphs ;sJO:H|4UCU7j and |0O3Si-;0o4^^j, A-, Uesci.hod b> 
Hashemi, the user interface also may include a chat window that enables ihc user 10 chat with 
other members of the peer group while a media clip is being streamed lo the user, thereby 


i u 1 IV .'.t^ci A 2003 


enabling Ihe user to discuss various differen? aspects of the media clip v^'ith otiicr member of the 
peer gi'oup as the media clip is s^teaiBed to the liser. See, e.g.« TltisHcrfu at paragraphs [0021 ]- 
f00?7-| aid r0U38]-[O049]. 

Mf^.^.j!u„ oo:nrian canons. n:occ f:on. .nvn^ ai le a *i:5i as^n JAc se!f-dsi>csosr-c mods, and 
a iocond .ivusl^sb c; bc'i-disclosiuc mode, the first available self-tbsclojjure mo^ c disclosj^g a 
duTeicnt ajiiount of mfomntion about a first iasiant messaging participant than the sstcond 
a\ ailsble self -disclosure mode, as recited in it^dependent claim 1 . The Office Action contends 
that Hashemi describes enabling sekction of an instast messaging communications mode from 
among at least a first avvvlab'c mode and a second available mode because Hashemi descnbes 
slreaimri^ hot'- ^ud..- o x ^.o media clips to a user. non-fmal OOice A^jtion of 
Fobruaiy 26, 2UD7 a' ^agc iuk,^ A-^ 

As discussed dbove> Tiashemx dcsciibe^ btreamiRg a particu ^^lu^sa x ' < < , . . 
media cHp or aai audio-video media dtp - to a user in responsie to the u^cr having selecvJ the 
paalxcuyr media chp from a list of avsiiable media clips. Stated differently, I lasliemt describes 
streannng an audio media chp to a user when the media clip selected by tnc -asei only mcludes 
audio and s^seai^i.ng an audio- video clip to a usei whei? the media ciip selected b>' the user 

! .K> - \ i, 1 * \ > Thus. Hai.scini s .ca^'rr^ n &ti s,<r-!rng both aadio and audic- 
\ idoo clipi, to a usci ainoasKS :o, at most, a disclosua* ot eaabhng selection of a particular media 
chp from a list of available med^a clips, not enabling user selection of an mstant messaging 
communications n\cde from among at least a first available self-disclosure mode and a second 
available self-disc^osme mode, the first available sc!f-disclo<iure mode disclosmg a djffejent 
amount of tm'bn,.ati>)'^ alx'ut a ^'n^ >nstant »ncssai?uig participant than the second available self- 
diso^osu-c n.oJv,\ cis :a ri irdepondcnt claun 1 

I I'Lj^.ir.oio, i M si^pK tars *o Oo<,o*mc or ^i^-c?^ c^a v rtdia 
cap, ie; Aox t enabim^. editing oi a mu;timed{a message chp according to a ec too 
communtc ations mode, as recited in independent claim 1 Moreover, because Hashemi does not 
describe or suggest enabling editmg of a multimedia message chp according i-i a selected 


commisiwcatjons mo Je, it fo iow6 that Hashcnr also faiK to c^cscnbc or si^ggcsv enabling 
prei.en{at3on, to a ss^cond \mimi mv-ssagmg participajU system^ of tl>e edsted iDCSsage chp, 4s 
recited m mdesjendent claim I , 

\v^thd''d\^ o^'i^ e cc.'Uii of .Hi'siie id ■ 1 ^L.r^ s ri. pt. id^ i' i. las? 5s (. j^ud- 

^--lendeJ ndcDCi t. er. s idii^ 12 e^.^es teatu'-e* ■Pindar those dtscu'^soo >. { ton tc^on 
wiih mdcporof^nt cUxm 1 a^id doe& so in the context ot a computer piog'^am Ibc-vfoxv, Toi at 
least the reasons discussed above in comiecUon in mdqjcftdcnt claim 1, applicants request 
rcconsideratfon am! withdra^vai of the rejection of indepi^ndciit claim 12 and its aependert 
claaKs, ci3Kns lJ-16, 

a 5eve! ofseif-ai-closiu^ m m mstaiit aiessaging com^nii.cattoi i> t»>ssiOK Uvt iTivaxdeis, amoi g 
utiiei featuies, eoablmg user selection, on a first mstant messaging pailictpaat ^>^teHi- of an 
mstiml messaging commumcaiiotts mode from ainoag at least a fiist available ^df-disclosu.e 
modt. and s second available self-disclosurc mode, the first available sdf-djsci^sare mode 
a^sclosuig « aiffcent rnicant of information about a first mstmt messaging pa^ticrjaat thaii the 
secoi d .ol^^^K d'st'os.re .node In addition, the method includes t-^ao? 3i*j cta^nn, on the 
il.-u'^iM i t,'- a-. 5 ^MPi pcn-. s'<. J ^( ! c * k vio-N botn audio 
^rd \ jcco, cna&ling ediu g ot Us. nni.t li edia. niebs»igi. clip ^sccoiaiPg lo I'l^ se.e^.nja 
conirrumcauoTis mode, and enabling presmtatson of the edited message clip tc a second tHhUni 
messaging participast system. 

'\s discussed above, Hashemi fails to desciibe or suggest enabling user sc'ect'on of an 
, a.^ i ■s ^ 5 . coi-j-iir I '1 cations mode from as ^oi g a* .eras a y" ^.^ > \\lr \c ^ <>v e 
r.L'> ^n^ u ^v"<- s <i\ all .biesei-disclo'^aie mode Lie ^lsi aVi<kLb\ ^v'S ussv h^^i^re aiodf 
/ Si. sns f t (I J.iil'di^t a'^ at" I of Mitoniat'on about a firiit Jistant nxssai_-'iij; 'i? - wjpanl than the 
second a\ ailal vf ^cl '-disc Vsui c mode, ds i eci^ed m jncicpendent claun 6 in addJ^on, as 
Tla^bum also fads to desciibe cr suggest enabhng editing of a multimedia niersage chp 
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accoidmg io the selected comraunscdtions mod^, and easabliug presentalion of edited message 
clip to a second infant messaging partictpanl system, 

Acc{>rdmgi>. for at leasl those t^asons, applicants request rwoasideratioii aiid withdrawal 
of the iejection of mdcpcndc^v v 1 > ^ < dcrcnc^v-" cL>^^^- , ^ Krms 7-1 1, 

kivsi dtd mdepeade- 1 vl<r.r w r<,c ti,^ v<it.iiei> ^.k^^Jj^ in irose discassod abo\e v\ 
^ hi K\i ■.-'>- \% ti 'K'cf eT'deru c Uun 6 and does so in the context ;i conpmc n'o^cau 
It\eit;tojc. *or at .east ti^e i easons discussed above in connection ^dependent clam 6, 
applicants request reconsideration snd withdrawal of the rejection of independent clami 1 7 and 
its dependent claims, claims 18-22 

Ne^^' Claims 

New dependent c'^ai'^.s IJ-lt) depuiu from independent claim 1. Accordingly, applicants 
submit that new dependent claims 23-26 are allowable at leasl for the reasons discussed above in 
connection with mdepaident clami L 

Applicants subniii th?t ? '1 claims are m cO'id^t.^r fo* aAo\s ance 

<„' t . < .<t ' i < i n ^ 1 \ . ^ * o^sv'^ ; lie t'i-^iCPve of 

J iLOif to d Si'^ccif c re'sfcUon, .sbue. or i o.^uijent does not M^'ni> ag conivJi; v 'th or concession 
of thai rejection, iss^e, or comment In addition, because the arguments made above may not be 
exhaustive, there may be rea&ons for patentability of any or all pending claitns (or other claims) 
that has c not I cen cxpicfesed Fmafy no*kng m this reply sbonid be constmcd as an mtent to 
v*.' tcdo .nn iv 1, A liK < 1^ -.a' i ^ ^^ef rs ^povifjCc'.h leer tli^- ?opH v. ht. 

d aendiHi-r' i 'Hs i 'ai'^i JOt^^ r pec ossa^iy siginfx ^.o iccss.or Oi ur.prtvM^ n ii\ ^'l ho c.akii 
prsorto us amenonjeiK. 

" he t^c jn the amount of $200 tn paxwent of the cxtxss cbnr fee is being paic 
ecncurrently hercwnh by way of th<. Electiouic Filing System (EPS) Please apply any other 
chaiges oi credit!* to Deposit Aecouttt No O^-iOSO 


RespecUulh' submitted. 


Andaw T, Foy 
Reg. No. 57,333 

Fish & Richardson F,C, 
1425 K Street, N.W. 
1 1 th Floor 

Wasliington. DC 20005-3500 
Telephotit;: (202) 783-5070 
FacsimUe; (202)783-233! 


